


Chelsea* had been a parent once before, but now she found her-
self doing it all over again as the primary caretaker for her 
grandson, Frankie. Frankie had been diagnosed with Sickle Cell 
Anemia at a young age, and due to chronic issues related to that 
disease, they spent a lot of time in the Hematology and Oncology 
Department at Children’s Mercy Hospital. During his appoint-
ments, Chelsea would meet with the social worker to discuss 
any social issues that might be impacting Frankie’s health. 

At one of these appointments, Chelsea mentioned that while 
she had been caring for Frankie for quite some time, she was 
now at risk of losing her Housing Choice Voucher Assistance, 
or Section 8 voucher, because she could not prove that she 
had legal guardianship of Frankie. The social worker was very 
concerned about the possibility of Chelsea losing her hous-
ing. Quality, affordable housing is always hard to find and for 
patients with Sickle Cell Anemia, adequate housing is crucial to 
health and well-being. 

the social worker referred the case to Legal Aid’s Medical Legal 
Partnership. The case was accepted, and Chelsea’s Legal Aid 
attorney promptly obtained a Power of Attorney for her over 
Frankie. The Power of Attorney helped establish that Frankie was 
a member of Chelsea’s household for purposes of her Section 8 
voucher. The Legal Aid attorney then referred Chelsea to Legal 
Aid’s Volunteer Attorney Project (VAP) . VAP located an attorney, 
who agreed to take the case and represented Chelsea in obtain-
ing formal guardianship over her grandson. With the formal 
guardianship in place, Chelsea was able to keep her Housing 
Authority apartment and she and her grandson were no longer 
at risk of losing their home.

*RESPECT FOR OUR CLIENT’S CONFIDENTIALITY PREVENTS us from USING their REAL NAMEs.

this is Chelsea & Frankie
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“The staff did a great job! Thank you! I wish I had more funds so I could give 

you a million dollars, but I am unable to give anything but my gratitude.”

								        - Walt
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There are over 280,000 people living in poverty in west-

ern Missouri and our 52 attorneys and 10 case-handling 

paralegals are, for the vast majority of those people, the 

only chance for civil legal representation that they will 

ever have.  Without the assistance of front-line partners, 

who work with low-income and vulnerable clients on a 

day-to-day basis, there would simply be no way for us to 

begin to assess all of the legal problems of our potential 

clients, not to mention actually serve their needs.

That is one of many reasons why Legal Aid increasingly 

relies on collaborative partnerships to help our staff 

provide more and better services to people who need 

our help.

For example, in 2010, the Medicaid Appeals Project at 

Truman Medical Center referred over 200 patients with 

permanent disabilities to us who had been denied 

Medicaid.  We won the Medicaid appeals of more than 

90% of the patients referred.  The success of that proj-

ect has sparked us to start similar programs in 2010 

at the Kansas City Free Health Clinic and the Nevada 

Regional Medical Center.

In Mental Health Court and Drug Court, we go beyond 

the traditional defense of individuals charged with city 

ordinance violations and, instead, get treatment for the 

mental health issues and/or addictions that are causing 

many of our clients to have charges brought against 

them.  This partnership changes the lives of many of our 

clients by getting them the treatment they need and at 

the same time reduces crime in the city. 

Our Medical Legal Partnerships at Children’s Mercy 

Hospital, St. Luke’s Hospital, Operation Breakthrough 

and KU Medical Center (for 

their Missouri patients), 

accounted for over 600 

case referrals in 2010.

Furthermore, partnerships 

with law firms and indi-

vidual private attorneys, 

are allowing us to do 

everything from eliminat-

ing urban blight to creating 

alternatives to payday loans to getting city warrants 

lifted for victims of domestic violence, so they can get 

jobs and find housing.

Partnerships also help us show the rest of the commu-

nity the value of the services that we provide and when 

community partners see how valuable our services 

are, they are often willing to help us find funding to do 

more.  From 2008 to 2010, during the height of the eco-

nomic downturn, Legal Aid’s revenues increased from 

$7.2 million to $8.3 million.  That’s an increase of over 

15%, which is due largely to partnerships.

Legal Aid’s reliance on partnerships is one of the reasons 

we have developed a new tagline for the organization: 

“Let’s do justice together.”  Working with others is one of 

the things that makes our organization so strong.  And 

we’re looking for new partners all the time.  We’ll hope 

that you’ll join us, either by volunteering your time or 

providing us with financial support—so we truly can do 

justice together.

We are partners in justice

gregg Lombardi
executive director
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this is Darrel Darrel* had lived in his home his entire life, over 50 years, inher-
iting it after his parents passed away. However, the tax bills on 
the home were addressed to his late parents and were never deliv-
ered to him, so he unknowingly fell behind on his taxes. Jackson 
County sold his lifelong family home due to tax delinquency at a 
tax sale for about $300. 

Legal Aid represented Darrel at a bench trial in Jackson County 
Circuit Court and successfully argued that the sale price was so 
grossly inadequate as to shock the conscience – that selling a man’s 
home for $300 was unconscionable. The judge agreed and set the 
sale aside. Darrel promptly paid up the taxes and was able to con-
tinue living in his home.

*RESPECT FOR OUR CLIENT’S CONFIDENTIALITY PREVENTS us from USING His REAL NAME & PHOTO.
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this is farah

*RESPECT FOR OUR CLIENT’S CONFIDENTIALITY PREVENTS us from USING His REAL NAME & PHOTO.

Farah* was referred to Legal Aid’s Low Income Taxpayer Clinic 
(LITC) through the refugee resettlement agency that had helped 
Farah and his family resettle in the United States after leaving 
Somalia. Farah could not understand why the government was 
holding his tax refund. He had complied with the laws and filed 
his tax returns on time. 

A Legal Aid attorney reviewed the documents and explained to 
Farah that his tax return had been flagged because he claimed his 
younger brother and sister for the Earned Income Tax Credit. The 
IRS wanted him to prove that they were really his siblings. 

While that would be an easy task for most Americans, it is more 
difficult for Somalis. Because they are from a country with no 
central government and had been living in Kenya in a refugee 
camp for the last 15 years, Farah and his family did not have any 
documentation of their birth or family relationships. 

Farah’s Legal Aid attorney worked with his refugee resettlement 
caseworker to document that his brother and sister were who they 
claimed they were. They obtained letters from the children’s schools 
that they lived at the same address and that their brother provided 
for them. Finally, Farah and his Legal Aid attorney showed that his 
family’s immigration paperwork had the same arrival date. 

The IRS review of the paperwork found Farah eligible for the 
credit. That meant several thousand dollars for this family who is 
struggling to survive in their new country.



this is Isabel
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this is Isabel In October, a community advocate at an area mental health hos-
pital and a shelter caseworker contacted Legal Aid’s Immigration 
Survivors of Domestic Abuse Project on behalf of Isabel*, an elderly 
Chilean woman. The woman was in a shelter having been released 
from a mental health hospital. Isabel had attempted suicide earlier 
in the summer. Her US citizen daughter had her institutionalized 
three months later. Although Isabel speaks only Spanish, the court 
held the commitment hearing without an interpreter. Once the 
mental hospital staff interviewed Isabel with an interpreter, they 
quickly realized that Isabel was a victim of elder abuse and exploi-
tation by her daughter. 

The hospital released her to the shelter and called Legal Aid 
Immigration Project. Staff reviewed her situation and determined 
Isabel might benefit from new immigration regulations for the 
“U” visa for immigrants who are the victims of crime and are 
cooperating with the police. While in the hospital and shelter, 
police reports had been filed detailing the years of theft, intimida-
tion and abuse Isabel had suffered. With an application for a “U” 
visa, she could start the process of attaining legal status and inde-
pendence from her daughter. 

As a result of her Legal Aid attorney’s work, Isabel now has 
Employment Authorization, a safe and secure apartment, home 
health care, Medicaid coverage and the necessary public benefits 
to live on her own. 

*RESPECT FOR OUR CLIENT’S CONFIDENTIALITY PREVENTS us from USING HER REAL NAME & PHOTO.
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Family Law/
Domestic Violence Protection
Legal Aid’s experienced family law advocates help 

ensure lasting safety for survivors of domestic violence 

and their children. They provide legal representation 

to low-income victims of abuse that allows their clients 

to secure protective orders, establish paternity, obtain 

divorces and orders for child custody and support. 

Due to our limited resources, the family law cases we 

accept all involve domestic violence and primarily situ-

ations in which children are at risk. 

From Legal Aid’s founding in 1964, domestic violence 

prevention has remained one of our top priorities.  

Effective legal representation like this, combined with 

our ability to refer clients to other community resources 

for assistance with non-legal matters, has proven to be 

one of the most effective means of stopping domes-

tic violence. With Legal Aid’s assistance, domestic vio-

lence survivors are able to achieve physical safety and 

financial security. With this support, victims are more 

likely to leave their abusers and have the personal and 

financial capacity to establish a life free from abuse.

Housing Assistance
Legal Aid’s housing advocates provide a broad array 

of legal services to clients living in poverty, focus-

ing primarily on public housing and Section 8 hous-

ing. Staff provide information about these affordable 

rental options to hundreds of low-income, elderly and 

disabled families each year.  

We also assist people with disabilities with accessibil-

ity issues and other clients with disputes over eligi-

bility for public and subsidized housing. Our housing 

counselors frequently provide advice or representa-

tion to help our clients avoid wrongful evictions and 

improper rent calculations.

Foreclosure Prevention
Saving the homes of low-income, elderly and disabled 

homeowners is a Legal Aid priority.  Due to our nation-

wide foreclosure crisis, thousands of Missourians are 

facing the imminent loss of their homes - some due to 

having a predatory loan originated through fraud, and 

others due to a job loss or disability, high medical bills, 

or other debts leading to a home loan delinquency.  

Depending on the circumstances, our staff may be 

able to help homeowners save their homes through 

litigation, filing a Chapter 13 bankruptcy to stop a fore-

closure sale and gain more time to repay debts, or by 

intervening directly with the loan servicer to pursue 

loss mitigation options, including loan modifications 

to reduce interest rates and payments.  Staff also counsel 

homeowners and tenants on their legal options before 

and after a home is foreclosed on, including providing 

housing transition assistance and related legal support.

The Central Office Foreclosure Prevention Team also 

files lawsuits seeking legal redress for homeowners 

facing the loss of their home, whether due to a preda-

tory and illegal home loan, or due to deficiencies in 

the foreclosure process. For example, we represent 

homeowners who have been foreclosed upon after the 

lender assured the homeowner that it had stopped the 

foreclosure sale as required by government-mandated 

modification programs.  

In addition to filing claims in state court, the team has 

stopped foreclosure sales by filing bankruptcy cases, 

This is what we do
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which often allow clients to restructure or catch up on 

their mortgage debt. 

At times homeowners living on a small retirement or 

disability income fall behind in paying their property 

taxes and are faced with the loss of their home of many 

years.  Legal Aid helps these homeowners save their 

homes from tax foreclosure sales.

HEALTHCARE
Legal Aid represents people who are permanently and 

totally disabled who have had their Medicaid benefits 

denied or terminated.  In 2010, we obtained Medicaid 

benefits for 278 clients.  This work gives our clients 

access to ongoing, pro-active medical care and medi-

cation and greatly increases their quality of life.

CONSUMER/EMPLOYMENT LAW
Legal Aid advises and represents low-income clients, 

particularly seniors living on Social Security, in col-

lection and garnishment issues, consumer issues and 

utility shutoffs. Staff draft powers of attorney for dis-

abled and elderly clients to designate a reliable and 

trustworthy caregiver of their choice to help them 

with their medical and financial needs. Legal Aid attor-

neys represent grandparents raising grandchildren in 

guardianship proceedings to provide a stable home, 

school enrollment, and to obtain medical records. 

Legal Aid assists many unemployed workers to obtain 

unemployment benefits when they are terminated 

from employment through no fault of their own. Staff 

also advise employees regarding their rights under the 

Equal Employment laws.

IMMIGRATION LAW 
Legal Aid staff represent individuals and their fami-

lies with immigration cases including applications for 

work permits, temporary and permanent resident sta-

tus, and United States citizenship. Legal Aid also pro-

vides advice on immigration issues to the immigrant 

victims of domestic violence, as well as training to 

caseworkers at domestic violence shelters and others 

assisting battered immigrants and those who are vic-

tims of human trafficking. 

FEDERAL BENEFITS/CONSUMER CREDIT
Legal Aid provides clients with assistance with federal 

benefit claims. Typical claims involve public assistance 

benefits such as Social Security, SSI, and Medicare. 

Legal Aid also handles a variety of other issues of con-

cern to elderly or disabled individuals including con-

sumer issues and debtor-creditor problems. 

this is aaron
Thirty-year-old Aaron* was a young man to be admired. He raised his seven younger siblings following the death 

of their mother. When most of the siblings were adults living on their own, Aaron prepared to enroll 11-year-old 

Mickey* in junior high school. Aaron was stumped when the school required legal verification of his authority over 

Mickey. Aaron turned to Legal Aid of Western Missouri for help and was referred for placement with the Volunteer 

Attorney Project. 

Volunteer attorney John Azimi-Terizi, of Shook Hardy & Bacon, devoted more than 30 hours of legal services 

—through investigation, document preparation and court appearance—to obtain full guardianship for his client. 

Aaron was then able to enroll his brother in school with no further problems.

*RESPECT FOR OUR CLIENT’S CONFIDENTIALITY PREVENTS us from USING His REAL NAME.



The first medical-legal partnership (MLP) 

was founded in Boston in 1993 in an attempt 

to address social factors affecting health 

that could be remedied through legal 

action. For example, when a child with 

Asthma lives in a moldy apartment, the mold 

is likely to aggravate their asthma. The exis-

tence of dangerous or excessive mold (or 

conditions leading to mold, such as leak-

ing roofs) is a housing code violation in 

many jurisdictions. When the medical treat-

ment team collaborates with attorneys, the 

health of asthmatic patients can be improved 

through enforcement of the housing code. 

By eliminating legal concerns for families, 

MLPs improve the health of their clients and 

reduce patient stress.

With new Grant funding from the Health 

Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City 

(HCF), Legal Aid started its first MLP with 

Children’s Mercy Hospital (CMH) in 2007 and 

then expanded to CMH’s off-site clinic at 

Operation Breakthrough, Missouri’s larg-

est childcare provider, in 2008. A second 

year of grant funding provided for a 2009 

expansion to Swope Health Services (Swope), 

a large federally-qualified health center. 

HCF funding in 2010 has allowed for expan-

sion to the Kansas City Free Health Clinic (KC 

Free) and the beginning phases of expansion 

to the Department of Family Medicine at the 

University of Kansas Medical Center (KU Med). 

All of these partnerships were made possible 

through funding provided by HCF. 

In late 2010, Legal Aid received word that the 

St. Luke’s Hospital Foundation would provide 

funding for a new MLP at its plaza location, 

including funding for a full-time on-site 

Legal Aid attorney and paralegal. 

Legal Aid’s MLP’s now serve hundreds of cli-

ents every year. With each expansion, Legal 

Aid has been able to make legal services 

— and resulting positive health outcomes 

— easily accessible to a whole new popula-

tion of low-income patients throughout the 

Kansas City Area. 

PartnershipS improve health

Many of the asthmatic children treated at Children’s 
Mercy live in housing with mold or roach infestations 
that can make their asthma much worse. Legal Aid can 
advocate for landlords to correct these code violations.



          

Several years ago, investors from California 

and Colorado (Arrowhead Village) pur-

chased Timbercreek Apartments, a 115-unit 

apartment complex located on the Kansas 

city’s east side. The complex was vacant, but 

Arrowhead said it had plans to rehab the 

apartments and rent them. Instead of doing 

that, however, Arrowhead let the apart-

ment complex become increasingly blighted. 

They did not secure the apartments and did 

no maintenance on them. They also failed to 

pay taxes on the property.

As time passed, squatters broke into many of 

the apartments and the City repeatedly had 

to board-up windows. the apartment com-

plex literally became a dumping ground. 

In May 2010, Legal Aid’s Community Economic 

Development Unit filed suit against 

Arrowhead alleging violations of the 

Abandoned Housing Act and of civil nui-

sance laws. Legal Aid represented Swope 

Community Builders in the case. The 

Polsinelli Shughart law firm represented 

a Swope affiliate in the case on a pro bono 

basis at Legal Aid’s request. Swope is just one 

of the many local nonprofit neighborhood 

organizations that Legal Aid collaborates 

with every day to fight blight in the city’s 

urban core.

In September 2010, Legal Aid and Arrowhead’s 

attorney negotiated an agreement under 

which the investor surrendered its own-

ership interest in the property to Swope 

Community Builders for a relatively minor 

payment to be made by Swope within two to 

three years. Swope will demolish the exist-

ing structures and plans to redevelop the 

site with special needs housing, specifically, 

housing that will benefit individuals 

who are physically, emotionally, or men-

tally impaired; developmentally disabled; 

homeless; or youth aging out of foster 

care. The benefit for the neighborhood 

will be dramatic. 

tHE Community Economic Development Unit 

works closely with the City of Kansas City 

and other major stakeholders to identify 

and implement major community develop-

ment initiatives to reduce the blight that 

is being caused by the foreclosure crisis. 

The City estimates that there are more than 

10,000 abandoned properties in Kansas City.

From Eyesore to Asset

According to an expert witness evaluation, four of the 
five buildings in the complex are structurally unsound 
and will have to be demolished



legal aid of w
estern m

issouri | 2010 annual report  

15 

2010 numbers

24.9%

24%

7.4%

5.8%

6.0%

1.7%

3.1%

15.6%

11.5%

1.4%

2.7%

9.5%

10.2%

3.4%

2.1%

2.5%

2.1%

4.2%

4.7%
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Family Law & Domestic Violence

Housing

    Federally Subsidized Housing

    Foreclosure Prevention

    Tenant Rights

    Bankruptcy, Foreclosure prevention

    Other Housing Matters

Healthcare

    Medicaid

    MO Healthnet

    Other Healthcare

Consumer law

Public Benefits

    Social Security Appeals

    Disability/ SSDI

    Income Maintenance

    Food Stamps

Guardianship & Advance Directives

Immigration & Individual Rights

Pro Se Clinic for Marital Dissolutions

access to Education

Employment Issues

Low-Income Tax Clinic Cases

Torts & Misc.

TOTAL civil CASES

Total KCMO Municipal Court cases

total KCMO mental health court cases

Total 2010 closed cases

1,560 

1,466 

 464 

 363 

 377

104

 193 

 977

 717 

 90 

 170

595

636 

 215 

 134 

 154 

 133 

 268 

 294

 187 

71

 84

45

 35

6,253

8,459

494

15,206



volunteer attorney project
The Volunteer Attorney Project (VAP) places eligible clients with private attorneys who agree to provide free legal representation to 

those who otherwise could not afford it. The private attorneys who volunteer their time through VAP believe in the principle of equal 

access to the legal system, of making “justice for all” more than just a promise. These attorneys are convinced that our legal system 

must work for all its citizens, and they donate their time and considerable talents to make that ideal a reality. During 2010, VAP attor-

neys closed 509 cases representing more than 3,399 hours of legal representation approximately $679,800 worth of attorney time.
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Since its inception, Legal Aid’s Volunteer 

Attorney Project (VAP) has been in the busi-

ness of matching individual attorneys with 

clients to resolve their legal problem. Two 

years ago, as a supplement to our one-on-

one pro bono work, VAP began a series of cre-

ative partnerships with law firms to address 

major community legal problems, ranging 

from eradicating urban blight to coming up 

with banking alternatives to Pay Day loans. 

Several area law firms have signed on to 

partner with VAP on these efforts. Bryan 

Cave, LLP, Husch Blackwell, LLP, Polsinelli 

Shughart, PC, SNR Denton, LLP, Spencer Fane 

Britt and Brown LLP and Stinson Morrison 

Hecker, LLP, and are among the firms VAP has 

matched with neighborhood associations 

and community organizations. As a result, 

the groups have had the benefit of a wealth 

of legal knowledge and experience. During 

2010, through aggressive legal representa-

tion, the firms were successful in helping 

the groups achieve many significant goals. 

The work of Stinson’s attorneys is a shining 

example of the benefits of this initiative. In 

2009, Stinson agreed to assist the Marlbor-

ough Community Coalition, a coalition of 

four neighborhood groups in southeast 

Kansas City. Under the leadership of attor-

ney Steve Chinn, Stinson has helped the 

coalition devise strategies for addressing 

issues such as abandoned housing, aban-

doned businesses, illegal dumping, crime 

and the absence of any grocery stores in 

the neighborhood. In addition to those 

efforts, the firm obtained 501(c)(3) status 

for the coalition and represented it in the 

successful opposition of the installation 

of a mercury storage facility just outside 

the neighborhood. 

While VAP’s traditional one-on-one pro bono 

legal representation has, for more than 25 

years, been providing and will continue to 

provide excellent results for individual cli-

ents on a case-by-case basis, these new part-

nerships have the potential to impact large 

segments of Legal Aid’s client population 

and ultimately make life better for the com-

munity as a whole. 

LAW firms MAKE creative partners

“Tulips on Troost” is one of the many Marlborough 
Community Coalition efforts to instill neighborhood 
pride. Each fall, residents plant thousands of tulip bulbs.
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this is where we work

Joplin
A staff of five attorneys, two paralegals, one secretary, 

two private contract attorneys and volunteers provide 

service to six counties along Missouri’s southwest bor-

der. The majority of cases handled by the Joplin office 

involve victims of abuse seeking Orders of Protection, 

marriage dissolution, paternity, custody, visitation and 

support orders. The staff represents clients with public 

benefits, landlord/tenant and consumer cases. A HUD 

certified housing counselor serves clients facing fore-

closure issues and seeking reverse mortgages. 

Many clients present problems beyond the immediate 

legal issues that brought them to a Legal Aid office. 

Close partnerships with community agencies enable 

Legal Aid to help clients address these other issues. 

Since December 2000, the Joplin office has also oper-

ated a legal clinic in the Carthage Community Clinic to 

provide outreach and intake services. 

Kansas City-Central office
The Central office in downtown Kansas City maintains 

a staff of 36 attorneys, 15 paralegals, eight administra-

tive staff and ten clerical staff. This location serves clients 

living in the Kansas City metropolitan community coun-

ties of Jackson, Clay and Platte. 

The Central office is home to Legal Aid’s Municipal 

Court Defense Unit. This program is funded by a con-

tract with the City of Kansas City and provides repre-

sentation to low-income clients charged with jailable 

offenses in the City’s municipal courts.

KANSAS CITY-West Office
For 39 years, Legal Aid’s Westside office bilingual team 

has specialized in providing counsel and representa-

tion on immigration and migrant farmworker issues in 

rural Missouri and in Kansas City. The dedicated team 

of attorneys, paralegals, support staff and volunteers 

also provide representation on economic develop-

ment, community development and housing.

ST. JOSEPH
St. Joseph’s staff of ten, which includes six attor-

neys, three paralegals and one secretary, serve the 

18-county area of northwest Missouri. The office repre-

sents clients in both rural and urban settings. Many of 

the cases involve family law, including marriage disso-

lution, custody, guardianship and Orders of Protection. 

In addition, staff handles cases involving public ben-

efits, consumer law, landlord/tenant and foreclosure.

Community involvement plays a key role in the success 

of the St. Joseph office. Staff members are active in a 

variety of organizations, committees and task forces 

that focus on specific issues facing clients, such as 

homelessness, domestic violence, financial stability, 

and access to services for those in poverty. The staff 

also makes presentations regularly at various locations 

throughout the service area on topics such as landlord-

tenant and public housing law, consumer law, legal 

protections for victims of domestic violence, foreclo-

sure prevention, and legal issues facing senior citizens. 

As a result, the office has made a broader impact on 

the client community through increasing case referrals 

and improved community education. 

Warrensburg 
The Warrensburg office serves thirteen rural coun-

ties in west central Missouri. The staff consists of four 
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full-time attorneys, three full-time paralegals, and one 

part-time paralegal. The Warrensburg office handles 

cases primarily involving consumer law, housing, 

domestic violence, landlord/tenant cases, and public 

benefits issues. The staff maintains a strong presence 

in the community and works directly with local agen-

cies in several counties. Staff members also make pre-

sentations to local groups. 

To augment its limited resources, the Warrensburg 

office utilizes private attorneys in each county either 

through a contract (they are paid a reduced-rate 

hourly fee by Legal Aid) or through the Volunteer 

Attorney Project (they donate their time to represent 

a Legal Aid client).

Special Projects
Our commitment, foresight and flexibility allow us to evolve and adapt to our clients’ changing needs. As a result, 

Legal Aid continues to develop innovative partnerships and programs designed to concentrate legal services in areas 

of particular need in our client community.  

DRUG COURT

LOW-INCOME TAX PAYER CLINIC

MEDICAID APPEALS PARTNERSHIPS WITH

TRUMAN MEDICAL CENTER•	
NEVADA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER•	

MEDICAL LEGAL PARTNERSHIP 

CHILDREN’S MERCY HOSPITAL•	
KANSAS CITY FREE HEALTH CLINIC•	
OPERATION BREAKTHROUGH•	
St. Luke’s hospital •	
SWOPE HEALTH SERVICES•	
KU Med Dept. of Family Medicine•	

MENTAL HEALTH COURT 

MIGRANT FARMWORKERS PROJECT

NEIGHBORHOOD ATTORNEY PROJECT 

POST-FORECLOSURE TASK FORCE

PROJECT ASSIST-NORTHWEST 

PROTECTING IMMIGRANT FAMILIES PROJECT 

RURAL ASSISTANCE NOW

Volunteer Attorney Project Special Projects

Abandoned Housing Act Project•	
Dom. Violence Intervention Mentorship •	
Project

Education Project•	
Elderly Outreach Program•	
Homeless Outreach•	
Low Income Taxpayer Clinic Attorney •	
Panel

Pro Bono Program for Bankruptcy •	
Litigation

Project Consent•	
Pro Se Dissolution of Marriage Clinics•	
Transactional Law Project•	
Urban Core Estate Planning Project•	
Warrant Relief Project  •	

VOICES IN COURT 

ZOMBIE DEBT ERADICATION PROGRAM
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Central Kansas City Office
1125 Grand Blvd, Suite 1900
Kansas City, MO 64106
816-474-6750

WestSide Kansas City Office
920 Southwest Blvd.
Kansas City, MO 64108  
816-474-9868 

Joplin	
302 South Joplin
Joplin, MO 64801
417-782-1650/800-492-7095

St. Joseph
106 South 7th Street, 4th Floor
St. Joseph, MO 64502
816-364-2325/800-892-2101

Warrensburg
305 North Holden
PO Box 396
Warrensburg, MO 64093
660-747-7101/800-892-2943

www.lawmo.org

service area

ATCHISON
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HOLT
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GRUNDY
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kansas city office

St. Joseph office

warrensburg office

joplin office
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Law Firms, Foundations & 
Corporations

3-year Pledges or Donations of 
$50,000 & above 

Bryan Cave LLP
  (3-year pledge of $60,000)
The Children of Beth & Ed Smith
  (3-year donation of $355,000)
Husch Blackwell Sanders LLP
  (3-year pledge of $126,000)
Lathrop & Gage, L.C.
  (3-year pledge of $75,000)
Paul Shumaker Fund
  (3-year donation of $165,000)
Polsinelli Shughart, PC
  (3-year pledge of $141,000)
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.
  (3-year pledge of $216,000)

3-year Pledges or donations 
of $15,000 & above or $500 per 
attorney 

Davis Bethune & Jones, L.L.C.
  (2-year pledge of $40,000)
DST Systems, Inc.
  (3-year pledge of $15,000)
Gilmore & Bell, P.C.
  (3-year pledge of $15,000)
Hubbard & Kurtz, L.L.P.
  (3-year pledge of $18,000)
Seigfreid, Bingham, Levy, Selzer & Gee
  (3-year pledge of $225 per attorney 
  or  $25,650)
Spencer Fane Britt & Browne LLP
  (2-year pledge of $21,000
Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP
  (3-year pledge of $45,000)

$500+ per attorney 

Hallmark Cards, Inc. Legal 
Department
Henning Law Firm, PC
Bruce C. Houdek, P.C.
Robb & Robb L.L.P.

3-year pledges or donations of 
$3,000 & above or $225 per attorney

American Century Foundation
Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, L.L.C.
  (3-year pledge of $3,000)
Drs. D. & M. Jarosewycz Memorial 
Charitable Gift Fund 
Kansas City Life
Krigel & Krigel, PC
  (3-year pledge of $4,500)
Lawyers Association of Kansas City

The Meyers Law Firm, L.C. 
  (3-year pledge of $3,000)
Miller & Company, P.C.
St. Francis Xavier-Visitation Social 
Concerns Ministry
Slagle Bernard & Gorman, P.C.
  (3-year pledge of $4,500)
SNR Denton US LLP
Wagstaff & Cartmell L.L.P.
  (3-year pledge $4,500)
Wyrsch Hobbs & Mirakian, P.C.

$225+ per attorney 

Badger & Levings
The Kenner Law Firm
SiroSmithDickson
  (3-year pledge of $1,500)

Donations of $1,000 & above 

Allmayer & Associates, P.C.
Berkowitz Oliver Williams Shaw & 
Eisenbrandt LLP 
The Law Offices of Stephen R. Bough
Catholic Diocese of Jefferson City
Children’s Mercy Hospital
Copilevitz & Canter, L.L.C.
  (3-year pledge of $1,200)
Ensz & Jester, P.C.
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & 
Stewart, PC
  (3-year pledge of $2,700)
Mo-Kan Credit Counseling Agency 
The Sader Law Firm
Stueve Siegel Hanson LLP

Individuals

Individuals $10,000 & above

Daniel L. Dees
Andrew Bruce See
Judith & Kent Whittaker

Individuals $2,000 & above

William L. Allinder &  Mary Darrow 
Sawyer
Jack & Jeanne Bangert
Galen Beaufort
Karen Bissett & Rob Barnes
James R. Borthwick
Thomas & Mary Beth Denzer
Leanne DeShong
Daniel J. Devine & Michele Chollet
Kathleen & Frank DiMaggio
Kevin A. Dunn
Willie Epps
Charles & Jan German

Suzanne Gladney & Alan Lubert
Richard Halliburton & Miriam Pepper
Gerald M. Handley
Jessica Hembree
Bryan W. Johnson
Dawn Roe Johnson
Barry M. Katz
Gregg F. Lombardi
Benjamin Mann
Marshall V Miller
P. John Owen
John R. Phillips
Karen M. & Andrew B. See
Michael J. Thompson
J. Michael Vaughan
  (3-year pledge of $7,500)
Gene E. Voigts
W. Russell  & Deborah Welsh
Peter & Eva Wilkin

Individuals $1,000 & above

John & Ellen Aisenbrey
Aaron L. Aurand
Mark Brennan & Pattie Shostak
Bernard E. Brown
Elizabeth G. Bruce
Richard Bruening
John W. Cowden
Virginia Crimmins
Stephen P. Dees
Buford Lee Farrington
Susan J Fershee
  (3-year pledge of $1,200)
Carol F. Fowler
Lawrence R. Hamel
Randall Hendricks
Joseph L. Hiersteiner
Arthur Aaron Hogg
David N. Johnson
Susan Kephart
Berry F. Laws III
Phyllis Gail Leach
Heather A. Leith
Roger K. McCrummen
Samuel McHenry
Day Miller
Mark Parrish
Stephen B. Paul
Mary E. Phillips & Wesley B. Powell
B. John Readey, III
Steve Roling
Douglas R. Rushing
Eileen S. Sullivan
Eric Tanner
Robert M. Thompson
Mark Andrew Thornhill
Terence J. Thum

Laurence R. Tucker
Donald C. Wengler

Individuals $500 & above

Katherine Arenal
Honorable George Berry
Mischa D. Buford Epps
Kelley Carpenter & David R. Eulitt
David Douglass
Ida Pearl Fain
Honorable Arthur Federman
Allan B. Fischer
Nancy Gargula
Honorable Jack Grate
Lisa P. Gwyther
Hollis Hanover
William A. Hirsch
Stephen M. Kirschbaum
Steven E. Mauer
J. Scott McCandless
J. Gary McEachen
  (3-year pledge of $750)
Susan P. McRill
Robert E. Northrip
Theresa Ann Otto
Dennis D. Palmer
Charles M. Rogers
Sylvan P. Siegler
Randy Sims
Rik N. Siro & Teresa Woody
Tracy L. Smedley
Honorable Ortrie Smith
State of Missouri
Robert C. Storey
Steven J. Streen
Marcia M. Thomas
Robert B. Thomson
John E. Turner
Sharon & Thomas Van Dyke
Robert C. Welch
Kay C. Whittaker
Jerome Wolf
Cassandra L. Writz

donations & Pledges
Legal Aid of Western Missouri extends its gratitude to the following firms and individuals who made pledges or donations to Legal Aid’s 2007-

2010 Justice for All Campaign in excess of $500. We are fortunate to have the generous support of such dedicated friends and many others 

who make our work possible.

Every attempt has been 
made to reflect accurately 
and completely the names of 
our generous contributors. 
We apologize for any errors 
or omissions. Space does not 
permit the listing of every 
contributor, but we value all 
our donors.
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In memory of Ella Ruth Aufranc by
Latricia Scott Adams
Brookdale Senior Living-Grand Court
Georgia El Cassel
Nancy Coxwell
Kathleen J. Dandoy
Suzanne Gladney & Alan Lubert
Lisa P. Gwyther
Alan B Hendrix
Margaret Hughes
Kansas City Star
Sharon & Jerry Lindenbaum
Janet Majure
Mona J. Randolph
Nancy & Sam Schuman
Charlotte A. Waggener
Mildred K. Wicks

In honor of Jack Bangert by
Laurie & Richard Van Auken

In memory of  William Erdich by
Frank D. Connett, Jr.

In honor of Alan Gallas by 
Jerald S. Enslein

In honor of Richard Halliburton by 
Michael J. Thompson

In honor of Karen Karnes by
Jean Karnes

In honor of Julie Levin by
Paris Levinovitz

In honor of Gregg Lombardi by
Jeff Befort
Adrienne Pataki Hamer
David J. Schulte
Karen B. Siebert & Timmy R. Walker

In honor of Sam McHenry by
Marcia K. Walsh

In honor of C. Patrick McLarney by
Richard B. Teitelman

In memory of Patrick O’Brien by
Robert P. O’Brien
Brenna C O’Brien

In memory of Kevin Rich by
Aaron L. Aurand

In honor of Eric Tanner by
Laurie & Richard Van Auken

Each year, we receive many heartfelt gifts in memory of loved ones and in honor of family, friends or special occa-

sions. We are pleased and proud to be a part of these special tributes.

tributes

Latricia Scott Adams*
Daniel N. Allmayer
Aaron Aurand & Karla Rich Aurand*
Jack & Jeanne Bangert*
W.H. (Bert) Bates*
Jim Beisman
Hon. George Berry*
George D. & Toni Blackwood*
Stephen Bough
Thomas M. Bradshaw*
Bernard Brown*
Kelley Carpenter & Dave Eulitt*
The Children of Beth & Ed Smith*
Lajuana & Stanley Counts, Jr. *
John R. Cullom *
Heywood H. Davis*
Stephen & Linda Dees*
Mary Beth & Tom Denzer*
Leanne DeShong & James T. Conlon*
Daniel Devine & Michele Chollet*  
Ed & Kay Dolson*

David E. Everson, Jr*
William D. Farrar Family*
Gordon & Diane Gee*
Hon. Jon R. Gray & Dr. Valerie E. Chow *
Lisa & Bob Gwyther Richard 
Halliburton & Miriam Pepper*
Steve Hobson*
Dale & Terry Irwin*
Peter Jarosewycz* (in memory of his 

parents and aunt)
Barry M. Katz & Linda J. Katz*
Susan Kephart*
Erlene & Sandy Krigel*
Hon. Nanette K. Laughrey*
Hon. Joseph Locascio
Beth & Gregg Lombardi*
Hal Lowenstein*
Robert P. Lyons*
Bill and Kelly Martucci*
C. Patrick & Martina McLarney*
Hon. Ann Mesle*

Lily Miller*
Timothy O’Leary*
Cecil C. Orear Estate
Dennis & Rebecca Palmer*
Stephen Paul*
John Phillips*
Albert Riederer & 
  Hon. Sandra Midkiff*
Jerome & Joan Riffel*
Terry J. Satterlee*
Lonnie J. Shalton*
Pat Starke
Steven Streen
Hon. Richard B. Teitelman*
Shelly R. Wakeman*
Marcia K. Walsh*
Sen. Charles Wheeler*
Judy and Kent Whittaker*
Jerome & Ellen Wolf*
Hon. Scott Wright*
Wyrsch Hobbs & Mirakian, PC

Legal Aid of Western Missouri Endowment

* Founders Society Member

The Legal Aid of Western Missouri Endowment is a charitable fund at the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation. 

The Endowment offers an opportunity to establish a legacy of care, to guarantee access to justice for future genera-

tions. A planned gift to the Legal Aid of Western Missouri Endowment demonstrates your belief in our mission and 

reinforces your commitment to make a difference in our community.
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financials

Federal
Legal Services Corporation - General...............................................................................................................  2,044,501 
Legal Services Corporation - Migrant................................................................................................................       93,790 
Missouri Department of Social Services - Advocates for Family Health..................................     250,000 
City of Kansas City - Abandoned Housing Project (CDBG Funding)..............................................     223,011 
Missouri Department of Public Safety - Violence Against Women Act.......................................       77,991 
U.S. Department of HUD - Housing Counseling..............................................................................................       67,691 
Missouri Department of Public Safety - Violence Against Women Act - Recovery Act....       55,276 
Mid-America Regional Council - Area Agency on Aging - Legal Services...................................       50,946 
West Tennessee Legal Services, Inc.........................................................................................................................       46,950 
Internal Revenue Service Low Income Taxpayer Clinic............................................................................       38,216 
Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund - Bureau of Justice Assistance.............       33,350 
Missouri Department of Public Safety - Victims of Crime Act............................................................       29,653 
Legal Services of Eastern Missouri, Inc. - Legal Assistance for Victims.....................................       25,875 
Kansas Legal Services - Migrant Subgrant.....................................................................................................       13,685 
Northwest Missouri Area Agency on Aging...................................................................................................       10,020 
Area Agency on Aging - National Caregiver Support Program.........................................................       9,195 
City of St. Joseph - Emergency Shelter Grant..................................................................................................        6,249 
Care Connection for Aging Services - Area Agency on Aging............................................................        5,025 
VantAge Point Area Agency on Aging...................................................................................................................        3,386 
sub-total.................................................................................................................................................................................  3,084,810 

City, County & State.........................................................................................................................................................2,523,062

United Ways (includes donor designation...................................................................................................... 424,466 

Other Public Funding
I.O.L.T.A. (Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts) ...................................................................................................303,457 

Foundations, Churches and Other Organizations
Truman Medical Center, Inc. - Medicaid Appeals Project......................................................................    717,020 
Health Care Fdn of Greater Kansas City - Children’s Mercy Hospital........................................     262,462 
Health Care Fdn of Greater Kansas City - Migrant Advocate............................................................       73,750 
Swope Community Builders........................................................................................................................................       68,256 
Health Care Fdn of Greater Kansas City - Mental Health Court.....................................................       67,343 
Swope Health Services....................................................................................................................................................       46,000 
Hall Family Foundation.................................................................................................................................................       30,000 
Greater KC LINC, Inc............................................................................................................................................................       28,476 
University of Kansas School of Law....................................................................................................................       23,649 
H & R Block Foundation..................................................................................................................................................       20,000 
St. Luke’s Hospital of Kansas City............................................................................................................................       17,865 
Missouri Bar Foundation.............................................................................................................................................       12,200 
Jacob L. and Ella C. Loose Foundation................................................................................................................       10,000 
Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Foundation....................................................................................................       10,000 
North Kansas City Hospital........................................................................................................................................         8,975 
VAWA-PIF Recovery Act Contributions.................................................................................................................         3,850 
United Methodist Mexican American Ministries..........................................................................................         1,000 
Visitation Catholic Church - Social Concerns Ministry........................................................................         1,000 
Inter-Faith Community Services, Inc......................................................................................................................           825 
Catholic Diocese of Jefferson City........................................................................................................................           700 
sub-total .................................................................................................................................................................................1,403,371

Other
FFundraising (individuals, corporations, foundations)....................................................................      567,754 
(Fundraising does not include United Way donor designations)
Missouri Bar Association...........................................................................................................................................      164,456 
Interest Income....................................................................................................................................................................       86,392 
Housing Authority of Kansas City, Missouri..................................................................................................       60,000 
Cy-Pres Awards.....................................................................................................................................................................       57,023 
Miscellaneous......................................................................................................................................................................         2,577 
 sub-total ....................................................................................................................................................................................938,202 

TOTAL REVENUE .......................................................................................................................................................................8,677,368 
LESS CONTRIBUTIONS / TRANSFERS INTO ENDOWMENT FUND ..........................................................................(239,544)
REVENUE AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS ................................................................................................... $8,437,824 

Personnel Costs

Salary - Clerical..........................................................   419,225 

Salary - Attorney.....................................................  2,928,207 

Salary - Paralegal...................................................  1,044,190 

Salary - Administration........................................    617,797 

FICA Tax Expense..........................................................    365,489 

Health Insurance......................................................    790,012 

Disability Insurance................................................       47,284 

Workers Compensation.........................................       16,448 

Unemployment Insurance....................................        3,694

Retirement Contribution.....................................    493,528 

Retirement Plan Administration....................       14,375 

sub-total ........................................................................ 6,740,249

Non-Personnel Costs

Audit...................................................................................       24,500 

Data Processing.........................................................       14,108 

Travel.................................................................................       70,144 

Rent......................................................................................    379,714 

Utilities..............................................................................        8,247 

Janitorial.........................................................................        3,120 

Office Supplies.............................................................       68,679 

Printing............................................................................       38,312 

Postage.............................................................................       49,847 

Equipment Maintenance.......................................       42,263 

Law Library.....................................................................       94,778 

Equipment Rental......................................................       20,381 

Malpractice Insurance.........................................       18,210 

Liability Insurance...................................................       21,784 

Telephone and Communication......................       86,453 

Dues and Fees...............................................................       32,309 

Training............................................................................       45,186 

Litigation.........................................................................       10,344 

Miscellaneous.............................................................    149,477 

Contract Services to Program.......................    166,555 

Contract Services to Clients............................    112,927 

Fixed Asset Interest, Depreciation, 

Disposal...........................................................................    198,560 

sub-total ........................................................................ 1,655,898

TOTAL EXPENSES ................................................ $8,396,147 

2010 revenue 2010 expenses
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Personnel Costs

Salary - Clerical..........................................................   419,225 

Salary - Attorney.....................................................  2,928,207 

Salary - Paralegal...................................................  1,044,190 

Salary - Administration........................................    617,797 

FICA Tax Expense..........................................................    365,489 

Health Insurance......................................................    790,012 

Disability Insurance................................................       47,284 

Workers Compensation.........................................       16,448 

Unemployment Insurance....................................        3,694

Retirement Contribution.....................................    493,528 

Retirement Plan Administration....................       14,375 

sub-total ........................................................................ 6,740,249

Non-Personnel Costs

Audit...................................................................................       24,500 

Data Processing.........................................................       14,108 

Travel.................................................................................       70,144 

Rent......................................................................................    379,714 

Utilities..............................................................................        8,247 

Janitorial.........................................................................        3,120 

Office Supplies.............................................................       68,679 

Printing............................................................................       38,312 

Postage.............................................................................       49,847 

Equipment Maintenance.......................................       42,263 

Law Library.....................................................................       94,778 

Equipment Rental......................................................       20,381 

Malpractice Insurance.........................................       18,210 

Liability Insurance...................................................       21,784 

Telephone and Communication......................       86,453 

Dues and Fees...............................................................       32,309 

Training............................................................................       45,186 

Litigation.........................................................................       10,344 

Miscellaneous.............................................................    149,477 

Contract Services to Program.......................    166,555 

Contract Services to Clients............................    112,927 

Fixed Asset Interest, Depreciation, 

Disposal...........................................................................    198,560 

sub-total ........................................................................ 1,655,898

TOTAL EXPENSES ................................................ $8,396,147 

Anna*, 36, feared for her life and the lives of her three children. 
She contacted Legal Aid’s Warrensburg Office after repeated 
attempts to sever ties with Brian, her abusive, alcoholic hus-
band. Throughout her marriage, Anna endured numerous beat-
ings, which resulted in bruises, swelling, and intense pain. Brian’s 
alcoholism also endangered their children. He would often 
drive them to school while drunk, leave them unattended, and 
subject them to the violent outbursts in the home.

Anna requested assistance from Legal Aid’s STOP Grant Attorney 
to help her obtain a Full Order of Protection against Brian. The 
attorney interviewed Anna’s daycare providers who had wit-
nessed Brian’s behavior and spoke with the couple’s pastor who 
had counseled them. At the Protective Order hearing, Anna’s 
Legal Aid attorney had Anna and these witnesses testify against 
Brian. Anna was granted a protection order for 12-months with 
full custody of her children. Brian is permitted supervised visi-
tation through a domestic violence shelter.  

Thanks to Legal Aid, Anna and her children have the opportu-
nity to start a new life without fear. 

*RESPECT FOR OUR CLIENTS’ CONFIDENTIALITY PREVENTS us from USING her REAL NAME.

this is Anna



“Thank you one thousand times!”

“Knowing how big and powerful my lender is and how routine the foreclosure on my 

home was to them, you truly performed a miracle with your caring and great success!”

“My attorney walked me through the process of applying for SSI and also explained 

other services like vocational rehab that could help my situation. Thank you...you really 

helped me in a time of need.”

“[My Volunteer Attorney] is a man of much patience and wisdom. He was there for me 

every step of the way.”

“I would so like to thank your agency. If it were not for you, we would be in a bad 

place. Thanks so much.”

“I was so afraid. I’d never been in court before. [My attorney] helped me to 

understand. I could not believe the way she handled my case. She said to me ‘Don’t be 

upset. I’ve got it under control.’ and she did. I want to thank you so very much.”

“Many thanks to you and your staff for all your work towards safety for our 

granddaughter. We are much more relaxed and looking forward to happier times. 

Thank you for your time, knowledge and patience.”

Central Office
1125 Grand Blvd, Ste 1900
Kansas City, MO 64106
816-474-6750

Joplin
302 South Joplin
Joplin, MO 64801
417-782-1650/800-492-7095

St. Joseph
106 South 7th St, 4th Floor
St. Joseph, MO 64502
816-364-2325/800-892-2101

Warrensburg
305 North Holden
Warrensburg, MO 64093
660-747-7101/800-892-2943

West Office
920 Southwest Blvd
Kansas City, MO 64108  
816-474-9868

Improving the lives of those in need through quality legal assistance

www.lawmo.org


